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VIDE OI'OR THE
HOL

he coming month will bring out pads and
pencils—and the beginning of gift lists for the
upcoming Christmas and Chanukah holidays.
Partisan though we may be, we think video should be
an important part of those lists.

Considering how young the home-video industry is,
an astonishing array of "hardware” and “software” is
already available nationwide—with more being added
every month. There's certainly no shortage of goodies
to choose from.

But that's if you shop early! Some outlets report that
they expect demand to exceed available stock well
before the holiday season is over. That's why we
decided to spotlight our critics’ suggestions this month
instead of next.

On pages 54-55 you'll find the most comprehensive
chart we've seen anywhere detailing the features of
available VCR equipment (both Beta and VHS)—
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including information not generally included elsewhere

about the limited modes in which certain special

features (such as freeze-frame or speed search) function

on different models. One of the most {requent com-

ments we hear involves someone buying a machine to

get a specific special feature and then discovering that
the feature works only in, say,
the 2-hour mode and not the 4
or 6-hour modes. Our chart will
help resolve such questions.

On pages 56-58, we've asked
some of our regular critics and col-
umnists to offer their recommenda-
tions from among the literally thou-

sands of quality movies, TV shows,

music concerts, sports events and
other special programs available on
videocassettes—and a fast-growing
number on videodisc.

In putting together your holiday
list, don't forget accessories—dust-
covers, head cleaners, maintenance
kits, connector cables, program log-
books, storage units and many more

items your local video retailer can help
you choose.

And don't forget a gift subscription
to Video Review for your friends—the
perfect way to make sure they keep up
with all that's happening in the coming
year in all areas of video.[l

A sampler of video gift ideas for everyone on your holiday
list—and yourself as well: (1) Sanyo Beta-format videccasselte
recorder, (3) Sampo tri-screen television set, (3) Kloss Video's
Novabeam projection TV, (4) Akai stereo portable videocas-
sette recorder, (5) O'Sullivan furniture for video equipment,
(8) Magnavox's Magnavision videodisc player, (7) prerecord-
ed videocassettes, (8) blank Fuji, Maxell and TDK videocas-
seltes, (9) Scotch VCR head cleaner, (10) Bib VCR mainten-
ance kit (11) RCA VHS-format videocassette recorder, (12)
JVC portable mini-TV/radic/audiocassette combo, ( 13)
DiscoVision videodisc, (14) Pioneer’s LaserDisc videodisc
player, (15) Cable Works VCR cables, (16) Hitachi color
videocamera, (17) Mattel’s Intellivision video game conscle,
(18) Panasonic color videocamera, (19) APF's Imagination
Machine personal computer, (20) computer software car-
tridges, (21) Mitsubishi VHS-format videocassette recorder,
(22) Atari video game console,

(23) Video Review magazine.
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The incredible
shrmkmg video games

CLICK! BMP...
BMP...BMF...

The familiar
heartbeals be-
gan. Aliens were
invading from
ouler space, and
I was the only
thing in their
way. I moved
my laser base
from side to
——— side, follow-
ing the progress of the phalanx,
firing my cannon at the first row
and dodging behind my barricades
as the second row fired back. With
only one invader left, the mother
ship passed overhead, and [ leaped
out in pursuit, only to be destroyed
by its return fire. The game
restarted, and I immediately killed
the sole invader as it dropped
closer to my laser base. Another
phalanx began its descent nearer to
me than the first, and I had to work
hard to destroy the lowest ones
before they landed on earth. Oops!
[ was hit again. The game ended.

Those of you who correctly
identified the name of the game
described above as Space Invaders
were correct. But if you thought I
was either standing in an arcade or
sitting in front of my television set
at home, then you're not as up-to-
date as you may have thought you
were about video games. They
now fit comfortably in the palm of
your hand. I was playing this game
of Space Invaders at the beach!

As of this Christmas season, the
handheld video-game revolution
will be in full swing, reaching and
appealing to an audience which
wants portable versions of the
popular arcade games.

LED and LCD Displays

To be sure, there are no hand-
held electronic games available to
rival the sophistication of play of
the best TV video games. And,
obviously, the visual display and
sound effects of traditional video
systems far surpass that of the
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Phil Wiswell

handhelds. But the real question is:
Considering advantages like porta-
bility and lower cost, does the
computer technology behind these
little gizmos provide decent adult
“video play"? The answer is an
emphatic yes.

Since the visual display of an
electronic game must be able to
translate an abstract objective into
a relatable form, let's examine that
aspect first. Basically there are
three forms of display currently
being used. The first is the familiar
red LED (light emitting diode) used
in many sports games (such as
Football II by Mattel and Baseball

3 by Entex). These games are quite
a lot of fun to play, but leave some-

thing to be desired in the visual
department. A red dot that appears
to move by lighting a series of
lamps beneath the playing field just
doesn't remind me of a football
player on a down-and-out pattern.
And the games using a fixed
number of LEDs can't simulate a
television screen.

Enter the LCD (liquid crystal
display). Used in wristwatches, this
allows a game to utilize its full play-
ing field because the spaces need
not light up. LCDs darken when
activated. The first handheld game

Milton Bradley—and it actually
looks like a miniature television
screen. In the Blockbuster game
that comes with Microvision, you
can trace the path of the ball as it
bounces around the screen, just as
you would on a TV video game.
What's more, Microvision is a
programmable game system that
accepts seven different game car-
tridges. Additional games are
Bowling, Connect Four, Pinball,
Star Trek Phaser Strike, Vegas
Slots, Mindbuster.

Credit-Card Sizes

Many other manufacturers have
now found that not only do LCDs
allow for a more precise "video”
picture but are actually cheaper to
use because they draw much less
power than the old LEDs. Recently
Mego introduced four credit-card
sized games in a series called Time
QOut, and all work on LCDs.

Toss-Up is interesting from the
point of view that no one else has
come out with an electronic jug-
gling game. And if that strikes you
as odd, wait 'til you get a load of
The Exterminator, in which your
object is to stop wild moles who
are on the loose before three sneak
through the geal! You might call it

Continued on page 98

using LCDs was Microvision by

Three handheld "video” games:
Space Invaders, Tennis
Championship and Basketball.
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If coupon is removed send order to- Kenyon Video, Inc.. 904 Ethan Allen Hwy . Ridgefield, CT 06877
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¢¢1'd Like To

Perform ForYo .
Privately!??

MARILYN CHAMBERS

THEY CALL HIM THE TEXAS LONG-
HORN

NUDE DISCO DANCING

TWO CENTERFOLD GIRLS

SNEAK PREVIEW - “INSATIABLE"

JULIE - THE CENTERFOLD GIRL

L. D. SILVER
NUDE WIVES SPECIAL

INDY 500 "DEATH RACE" OF 1976

ELECTRIC BLUE INTRODUCTORY ORDER FORM
KENYON VIDEO, INC. Dept. VR11
Box 1254, Danbury, Connecticut 06810
YES, please rush me my Electric Blue issue(s) at the special price of just $49 95 each plus
$2 50 lor postage. packing and handling. Connecticut residents please add sales tax If I m not
delighted in every way, | may return the item(s) to you in 14 days for a complete refund.

Please circle your choice: FREE
EBOO1 EBOO2 SOUNDTRACK

Beta Il 3698 3348 RECORD!

VHS 369V 334V 1f you order Electric

8MM, REGULAR 369R 334R Blue “Highlights" in

8MM, SUPER 3695 3348 the silent 8mm and

8MM, SUPER SOUND 36958 33488 Super 8mm formats,
we'll send you -—

Name absolutely EE —
the original sound

Signature (I am over 18 years of age) track .

Address

Eﬂv State Zip

[ BankAmericard {Visa) [ ] Master Charge Interbank No Mo. Y.

I Exp.

NEEEERENRNENEN BREER

Canadian residents send order to: Kenyon Video, Inc.,

P.O. Box 4077, Station "A" Toronto MBW2A6
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GAMES...

Continued from page 96

Mole Invaders. (I have written to
the A.S.P.C.A. about this.)

Although the LCD games create
a nice visual display, they're still
only in black and white—something
the average TV game grew away
from years ago. So a third type of
display was devised for color. It is
known as "fluorescent.”

New games this year using the
fluorescent display will certainly be
among the most popular simply
from their outstanding visual ef-
fects. The high-resolution graphics
divide the small screens into a
large number of small boxes which
can light up in such a variety of
ways that you get true animation
from them.

Shoot-Em-Ups

In Gunfighter from Bandai one
or two players can shoot-em-up.
The gunfighters can move up or
down and fire at will as often as
they like, but must maneuver their
shots past stationary cacti and
moving stagecoaches. When one is
hit, the machine plays a death
march; and you even get a little
Aaron Copland tune to begin the
game.

Tomytronics Tennis, by com-
parison, is @ more civilized compe-
tition, though none the less visual.
In fact, there is more illusion of
fluid motion here than in any other
handheld game ['ve seen. The
players can move to six different
court positions (net right and left,
mid-court right and left, and back-
court right and left) from which
they make overhead smashes, fore-
hand volleys and backhand shots
that are distinguishable as such.

So you've got a lot to choose
from this year in handheld fun. I
am not advocating these games
over their video parents, but sug-
gest that they be counted as a part
of the video market. Some of you
may want games you can commute
with or take on vacation. Some of
you may not presently own a
video-game system (what are you
waiting for?), in which case the
$30 or $40 handheld games might
be a good introduction, to say
nothing of a nice gift.[]

Phil Wiswell is associate editor of
(Games magazine.




