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Martin S. Lindsay
San Diego, CA

Happy Hunting
The April Table of Contents (page 2) her-
alded the arrival of another Hidden Contest
with the subtitle *“‘It's Obvious . . . Isn't It?"
While searching for the contest, | poured
myself a cup of tea. Glancing. at the tea-
bag, | happened to notice @ most appropri-
ate saying printed on the tag: “"Nothing Is
obvious to the uninformed.”

Renée Dempsey

Peabody, MA

No more need to be uninformed: Hidden
Contest results are on page 55.—Ed.
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R. Moscovitch
Montreal, Quebec

Chopped Logic

Ever since my first attempts at the Chop-
logic contest (April, page 12), where the
object is to take a series of logical steps to
an illogical conclusion, | have found myself
so deep in a logical/illogical morass that |
can no longer distinguish the senseless
from the real.

Lately I've even been having a recurring
nightmare: I'm sitting at a restaurant
counter and a stranger next to me asks If
there is any sugar. | say, "‘The sky Is blue,
right?”’ and he says, ““Yeah, but the
Tonight show is on after the evening

Nnews. . . .
The awful thing is . . . we understand

each other.

Annette Lansing

Portland, OR
For similarly derailed trains of thought, see
Contest Results, page 54.—Ed.
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Phenomenal Phenomena
Your explanation of why a moon inhabitant
would not experience an ‘‘earthrise”
(“‘Science Twisters,” June, page 44) Is es-
sentially correct, but you might be interest-
ed in the following phenomenon: Because
of the eccentricity of the moon’s orbit, a
viewer at certain points of the moon's
equator would see the earth rise as much
as 11v2 degrees and then set in the same
spot on the horizon from which it rose!

Such an event takes about 2/ days.
James lursa

Austin, TX

‘“*Science Twisters’ claimed that you can't
see a rainbow around noon because the
height of the sun causes the rainbow to
vanish below the horizon. However, if you
are flying in clear air above a uniform over-
cast around noon, you can sometimes see
the plane’'s shadow on the overcast, sur-

rounded by a circular rainbow.
George M. Corney
Hilton, NY

Plugging In
In my search for the maximum score Iin the
“Tallyho!”" number-crunching contest (May,
page 55), | used a short program in BASIC
on a Commodore 64 computer. | suspect
that many winners of GAMES contests have
used computer assistance. The rules don't
prohibit it, and indeed you couldn’t prove
whether computers had been used, SO no
such rule would be possible.

However, | think you should try to create
contests that cannot be solved by machine.
That gives a fair chance to readers without

access 10 a computer.
John A. Wright

Montague, Prince Edward Island
We're aware that many readers have such
an advantage, so we make an effort to
pose problems that are about as difficult to
solve with a computer as without one. Not
every contest will strike this balance per-
fectly, but some challenges are actually
easier to solve by hand than by machine.
And of course, solving a contest by com-
puter is no guarantee of winning. “‘Ially-
ho!”’ results are being tabulated as of this
writing.—Ed.

Stick Station Discount
Thanks for your review of Stick Station, the

joystick arcade platform, in Games &
Books (May, page 53). However, an incor-
rect address was given. Our address is:
Stick Station, 539 W. Market St., Louisville,
KY 40202 (800-251-3550, ext. 3). As a
special offer, readers who mention GAMES
when ordering will receive a discount price
of $9.95 (not $14.95), plus $2.50 postage
and handling.

Lynn Wasz Shapero
Vice-President, Stick Station
Louisville, KY

Wheel and Deal

| thought |I'd share a travel game | created
a few summers ago, called *“The P, N, D, &
Q Game,”’ (although my kids have re-
named it ‘‘Daddy Goes Broke™).
Players: Two or more. The driver iIs the
banker; the bored kids, the contestants.
Materials: Pennies, nickels, dimes, and
quarters (P, N, D, & Q). Contestants each
need a pad and pencil; some may demand
window seats (optional).
Objective: The banker’'s objective is peace.
Contestants’ objective is to win extra trip
money by sighting and recording things
that begin with the letters P, N, D, or Q.
Scoring: Banker pays one penny for each
P item, one nickel for each N item, etc.
Rules: (1) The designated letter must begin
the actual name of the object (PONY,
NEIGHBOR, etc.) and not a description of
that object (‘‘queer car’’ and the like).
(2) No duplicates are allowed, but DOG and
DALMATIAN would be acceptable at different
times. (3) The banker can set and change
the rules at his discretion, or at the discre-
tion of his wallet.

The Russells (T, G, D, & C)

Colts Neck, NJ

LAUNDRY

If a reader finds a significant error of fact
or a mistake that affects the play of a
game, and if we agree the slip needs to be
laundered, we'll print the first or best letter
and send the writer a GAMES T-shirt.

Mistakes: June

* Though the Answer Drawer correctly
states that former NFL kicker Tom Demp-
sey was born with half a right foot, your
June cover represents him kicking with half
a /eft foot.

Bob Johnson
Johnsonburg, PA

* |I've spent my professional life at a type-
writer, so imagine my distress in trying to
solve "'Out of Sorts’ (page 22). The type-
writer photo you included in the “‘keys”
grouping shows typebars, not keys. The
keys are the lettered buttons the typist
depresses.

Susan V. Barger'

Chicago, IL

* Re Aunt Hildegarde's A Visit to Uncle
Byron's” (Wild Cards, page 56): You claim
Aunt Hildy prefers FORD to REAGAN be-
cause the former's name begins with a
preposition. But Reagan's does too—the
preposition RE.

Mike Smolowitz

Geneva, NY

Way

* In “The Rip Van Winkle Quiz"" (page 22),
you give the publication of Paul Erdman’s
book The Crash of '79 as a clue for the

year 1977. The book was originally pub-
lished In 19/6.

Joanne Dennis
Huntington Woods, MI



