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PCyr; the new family
and personal computer
from [BM® comes with a lot
of bright ideas to help make
computing eas).

The keys, for example
are color-coded to help you
hit the right ones.

Some software programs
o come with keyboard overlays
RN 10 make working with
S & them more convenient
: Then there’s the
_ keyboard ilself.

We call it the IBM

“Freeboard” because
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Campaign Trail (available from Game Designers’
Workshop, Box 1646, Bloomington, IL 61701; $15 plus $1
postage)

Every presidential-election year inevitably brings a slate of
new candidates, a spate of campaign promises, and at least
one new game that mirrors this quadrennial quest for the top
political prize. This entry by Peter Anderson and William
Snavely is, despite its simplicity, one of the most successful
in capturing the competitive fervor of the real thing.

The oversize (35" X 22"") paper board is a U.S. map that
shows hundreds of towns and cities connected by a network
of interstate highways. Each of two to six players receives
two tokens, representing his ticket's presidential and vice-
presidential candidates. Players move their tokens according
to dice throws, earning ‘“‘popular votes’ in the state or states
where their tokens land: three votes for stopping on a large
(red) city, two for a medium (blue) city, and one for the small
(white) towns. Popular votes are entered on the players’ tally
sheets, where running state-by-state counts are kept through-
out the game. A player may also move a token quickly by
using an airline ticket—but these are in short supply.

Rolling doubles earns a card from the Campaign Deck.
These cards occasionally mean trouble, but-usually bring
goodies: extra airline tickets, a political ally who entitles the
player to a temporary third token, or an important endorse-

ment worth extra popular votes in several states.
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The Coveted Mirror by tagle Berns and Holly
Thomason (Penguin Software, on disk for Apple lle; $19.95)

Nearly every scene of this new graphic adventure game of-
fers an animated detail, from the opening and closing fingers
of the corrupt jailer's upturned hand to a mysterious figure’'s
motion behind the window of the castle tower. No less im-
pressive than this graphic achievement is the fact that the
game Is a first-
rate, intriguingly
constructed ad-
venture puzzle.
You begin as
prisoner of the evil
King Voar, who
possesses four of
the five pieces of
a magic mirror. To
free the kingdom
from his tyranny,
you must find the
fifth piece before
he does. Once

how to escape
from your castle
cell (not too diffi-
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When the tumult and the shouting are over, whoever has
the most popular votes in a state wins all its electoral votes.
with ties settled by the dice. The player with the most elector-
al votes wins the game. In the multi-player game, if no candi-
date ends up with at least 270 electoral votes, the one with
the fewest is eliminated and the popular votes are recounted.
Thus, It's a good strategy to maneuver into second place in
states whose leading vote-getter seems weak overall.

The rules suggest setting a time limit for the game. To
avolid arguments over stalling tactics, we suggest instead that
the number of turns be limited—anywhere from 25 each (two
players) to about 15 (six players). Games should then last
between one and two hours—and wouldn't it be nice if the
real campaign were that short and sweet. —Sid Sackson

cult), you can roam about for short periods before you are
recaptured. Bribing Boris the jailer with the right objects, if
you can find them, lengthens each period of freedom, but en-
countering a castle guard before you learn how to become
invisible (quite difficult) lands you right back in your cell. On
furloughs Iinto town, you'll pick up valuable information by
talking to shopkeepers and passersby.

Objects you find will seldom be of direct use, but will be
needed for trading. Before the blacksmith will give you his
shovel, for instance, he'll want something to heat his fire: the
alchemist will lend you his bellows, but demands a metal of
good quality; you find a candlestick of the right quality in the
church, but it's guarded by a monk who insists that only a
real thief can steal it; and on it goes.

Careful mapping of the game’s world will reveal some sur-
prising shortcuts from one area to another. Outside of town
you'll find fishing and jousting contests that test your reflexes,
arcade-style, and you’ll encounter such diverse characters
as a deaf-mute who understands only sign language, a color
fairy who Is afraid she’ll paint the autumn leaves the wrong
hue, and a horse who won’'t wear shoes.

Up to seven games can be saved on the disk. This SAVE
mechanism Is especially useful when you’re mapping the
dangerous [wisty Passages—if you fall through a trap door,
you can return to your starting point quickly.

Much of the game’s world can be explored and many
clues found fairly easily, but piecing all the clues together is
most challenging. As a result, this game should appeal to ad-
venturers of all levels. —R. W. S.
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