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Arcade Alley

A Critical Look at Video Cartridge Games & Programs

The Imagic Show

No newcomer to the video-game
software scene has received more ad-
vance publicity than Imagic. Deservedly
so, in the opinion of “Arcade Alley.”
Formed by some of the leading lights
from Mattel and Atari, this newcomer has
looked like the best of all the new game
producers.

Butthe promises and ballyhoo are over.
Imagic has published a trio of elegantly
packaged games for the popular Atari
VCS system. Now it's up to the
electronic-gaming public to decide
whether Imagic will pull off its trick or just
get caught in the act.

Considering the fantastic graphics
found in many recently introduced VCS
programs, it isn't easy to single out one
game as the best. Our nomination:
Demon Attack (Imagic/Atari VCS). This
action game by Rob Fulop, best known
for the VCS version of “Missile Com-
mand,” is flat-out top-of-the-line. (And
yes, the secret message on the “Missile
Command" cartridge is Rob’s initials.)

The scenario recalls Centuri's coin-op
hit “Phoenix.” Players control horizontally
mobile cannons that move across the
bottom of the screen, directing fire at
three strata of flying alien invaders. The
initial attack waves are fairly tame. As play
progresses, intriguing challenges come
into play—guided missiles and aliens that,
when hit, break off into a pair of smaller
but no less lethal invaders.

All in all, there are over 30 different
types of invaders. There are bat-like beas-
ties, spinning yellow cyclopses, horren-
dous creatures with big oval mouths that

open and close, and an entire hoard of
eye-popping predators. These rogues
also drop bombs in their own unique
styles. Some drop explosives scattershot,
others in straight fang-like projectiles.

The monsters on each level are rein-
carnated a specific number of times, but
only the creatures on the lowest levels
actually drop bombs. Whenever possible,
therefore, eliminate the invaders closer to
the top of the screen so as not to create
any more weapon-carriers than neces-
sary. Also keep in mind that these grotes-
queries are not above going after you in
kamikaze raids once they've split into
pairs of smaller entities.

When an alien divides, only one of the
two resulting creatures actually fires
bombs. Try to take out the defenseless
one first. After the first of the fission-
generated space moths dies, the survivor
immediately drops toward the defender’s
position. The best tactic is to fire twice at
the invader before it splits, aiming at a
wing. This gives you a good chance of
destroying not only the original beastie,
but one of its offspring as well.

Keep moving and avoid corners. Once
an invader actually starts a dive at your
cannon, however, don't move a muscle.
Wait for the alien to fly to your position. A
diving space moth will weave back and
forth as it heads down the screen, invari-
ably passing right across your gunsight at
least once.

If all else fails, get out of its way. That
doesn't score any bonus points, but at
least you'll have cleared the board.
Sweeping the board clean without sac-

‘Demon Attack’: the best debut Imagic could have made.
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by Bill Kunkel & Arnie Katz

rificing a cannon earns the player an extra
“life.”

“Demon Attack” is, quite simply, ex-
cellent. This true coin-op-level program is
probably the best debut Imagic could
possibly have made.

While Trickshot (Imagic/Atari VCS)
doesn't quite possess “Demon Attack's”
obvious appeal, it is definitely a game that
belongs in every cartridge library. It's the
finest electronic pool table available for
a “‘standard” (low-resolution) or “senior”
(high-resolution) programmable video-
game system.

The program itself is not what arcaders
might expect, however. While a version of
eight-ball is included, the idea is to make
the kind of one-ball-sinks-three shots that
Willie Mosconi and Minnesota Fats made
famous. There are plenty of fancy setups,
and they can all be mastered. It just takes
the right angle and, as they say in the
low-cal beer commercials, “practice.”

The major problem here is the low
screen RAM possessed by the VCS.
“Screen RAM” is a term that refers to
the number of objects that can be moved
simultaneously on-screen. As a result, the
eight-ball contest is played with a cue and
three balls, and even they blink as the
microprocessor constantly refreshes the
image. The game is also a trifle slow, but
that's not too critical.

Overall, this is a 7%, out of 10 com-
pared to, say, “Demon Attack's” 97%. Itis
nonetheless an excellent game with per-
fect audio and ideally suited graphics. It
also tested extremely well with lady ar-
caders. Check this one out too.

‘Trickshot: 7); out of 10.
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IDEQLIVERY

Atari

Master Component . . 139.95
Yar's Revenge. .. ....... ..3195
Adventure 1 Oct). . .- ... ... 37.95
Adventure Il (Nov.). .. ........ 37.95
Star Raiders (Septv) .......... 37.95
Berzerk. . LRSI 1
Action pak. . et~ a085
RaGngIRaK. . oo o 49.95
Back to School Pak. ... ......49.95
Street Racer. . . ........... 12.95

HomRRUL o e o s 12.95
Football. . . ....... 12.95
Human Cannonball. . . .. ... .. 12.95
OB s e e s 1122198
AirSeaBattle. ............ 22.95
B o s 22.95
SolBacers....... ... ... . 2285
Canyon Bomber. . .......... 22.95
3D Tic-Tac-Toe............22.95
Video Olympics. . ........... 22.95
BRVIRIVRE. o 5 o i oo n.s 22000
T S N
Al o 22.95
Bowling. . P 0285
Dodge' T ey e 22.95
Golf. Sty o SO0E
Hanum an. e e @298
AGame of Concentration. . . . . . 22.95
BrainGames..............
Codebreaker. . .. ...........
Math Gran Prix. . .
Video Checkers .
U e e RN
Night Driver. . .............26.
loosatarl. . .. .. .. ... 2B
Haunted House. . .. ... . ... .. 26.
MazeCraze...............26.
o RS |
L R SN i
Backgammon..............26.
Basic Programming. ... ... .. .26.95
Adventure. .. . . .. 31.95
L S N S B 31.95
Missile Command. ..........31.95
Pele's Soccer..............31.95
Space Invaders. ............3195
Superman. . ... ........... 31.95
Video Pinball.............. 31.95
WG DR e e
Super Breakout. . .. ....... .. 31.95
Asteroids . . . . . g e 37.95
ReeMaR: 37.95
RBNIRIE S e, o 37.95
Accessory Controllers
Driving Controller Pair . . ..21.95
Paddle Controller Pair . . ..21.95
Keyboard Controller Pair. .. ... 21.95
Joystick Controller Smgle ..... 10.95
AGAdapter . o T 9.95
SwitchBox........... .. .. 9.95

Storage Accessory

Atari Game Program Case . . .9.95
Atari Modular Cartridge L|brary 1495
Atari Game Center 9.95
Activision

Fits Atari
Chopper Command. . . 33.95
Star Master........... 33.95
Drag Race. . . 22.95
BOXN 1L Barn 5 e Sttt 22.95
Checkers. . . .... e An22.95
Fishing Derby..............2285
BRI st s 2295
Bridge SN o 2295
Tennis. . . .. s e an
LaSerBlast. it 22.95
FrOOWaY. ool 50 22.95
KaboOM s e A 22.95
Stampede.. . . . 22.95
HoGKOYL: Sl et St 29.95
Barnstorming. . ... ... .. 29.95
Grand Prix. . . ... 29.95

Imagic

Fits Afari
THEK SOt v s 2495
Video Action Center. . . . .. 29.95
Demon Attack. . ........... 31.95
Star Voyager. . 31.95

Mattel
Master Component .....249.95
Subhont. 2 A 31.95
Night Stalker. ... ... 39.95
Space Hawk....... .39.95
FrogBog........ .20.95
Reversi. .. ... s ..20.95
Hlglas.. T s .34.95
Card Fun. . .20.95
Chess. . .. 4995
Land Battle (Oct). 39.95
Dungeons & Dragons 34.95
Pin Ball 2495
Star Strike . . . . 3495
Tron Deadly Disc 29.95
Tron Mazatron (Oct)......... 29.95
Minotaur . ..39.95
Space Sparlans(lntellwmce) ..39.95
B-17 Bomber (Intellivoice) . 39.95
Bomb Squad (Intellivoice). . 39.95
Tron Solar Sailor Hntelllvorcei 39.95
Intellivoice Module. . 79.95
Las Vegas Roulette . 16.99
Checkers.. ...« .15.99
Elec. Co. Word Fun. . 15.99
Las Vegas Poker & Black Jack..15.99
Elect. Co. Math Fun. . 15.99
ABPA Backgammon . . 12099
HGL Hockey 2499

We Repair Atari Video Games — Write for Further Information

ORDER FROM VIDEO|IVERY P.O. BOX 686-SOUTH CHICAGO HEIGHTS, IL 6041

BUY 5 AND GET 5% DISCOUNT

Horse Racing. . . 24.99
NASL Soccer. . . . 24.99
Tennis . 24.99
PGA Golf . 24.99
Snafu ko 24.99
Triple Action.. . 45wy o .24.99
Auto Racing 29.99
ArmorBattle. ............. 29.99
US Ski Team Skung 29.99
Boxing z 29.99
NFL Football 29.99
Space Battle. . 9.99
Major League Baseball 29.99
NBA Basketball 29.99
Astromash. . . 29.99
Space Armada 29.99
Sea Battle . 3499
Odysse
Master Comnnnent y 139.95
Take the Money and Run . 14.95
I've Got Your Number . 14.95
Dynasty. 14.95
Foosball. . . . ST 14.95
Las Vegas Black;ack ......... 22.95
Fopthall. e nioh 2.95
Armored Encounter/Sub Chase . .22.95
Bowling/Basketball . . . . . .22.95
Math-A-Magic/Echo. . . . . 2.95
Matchmaker/Log|x/Buzzword 22.95
Baseball. . .. .22.95
Computer Golf ...22.95
Cosmic Conflict. . 22.95
Invaders from Hyperspace 22.95

Thunderball . . . S w2088

Showdown in 2100 AD 22.95
Warof Nerves. .. ..........2295
Alpine Skiing . . 22.95
Helicopter Rescue/Out of World - 22.95
Hockey/Soccer . 5 22.95
Volleyball. . . 2295
Pocket Billiards 22.95
Pachinko . . 22.95
Slot Machine 22.95
Blastout . 22.95
Alien Invaders . 2295
Message Center. 22.95
UFO. . 2995
Monkeyshines . . .29.95
K.C. Munchkin 29.95
Freedom Fighter 29.95
Computer Intro. . . .. 39.95
Quest for the Rings . . 4995
Conquest of the World . 4995
Great Wall Street Fortune Hunt. .49.95

Parker Bros.
Frogger Fits Ata” ;

Star Wars. ..

..39.95
39.95

Atari Turbo Cartridge (Sept.). . . .33.99
Breakthrough: {aiim st . 28
Made by Mattshto'. - Musep.. . e
fit Atari games, Camival 33.99
excellent graphics
Astroblast . 34.95
Space Atack 13495 Coleco
ig League aseball . 3495
Pro Football. . . . . .. 34.95 Donkey Konfg:lts S .35.99
Tank Battle . 3495  Mattel Turbo Cartridge (Oct). . . 35.99
Frogs and Flies . . ceooo....3085  Mouse T A e S 35.99
Lock ‘N Chase (Oct). . . . 4095 Mattel Zaxxon Carmdge (Nov.) 35 99
Tron Deadly Discs (Aug.). . 4095  Camival. . 35.99
Dark Cavern (Sept.). 40.95 ;
International Soccer (Sept.) 34.95
U S G Mastelr Comporzegt 249.95
(Includes 4 built-in games.)
) am eS Zzzzzap/Dodgem . . . 249
Fits Atari Seawolf/Missile. .. .. 2495
Space Jockey........... 2495  Star Battle . 24.95
Sneek and Peek 2995  Bingo Math/Speed Math 24.95
Amazin' Maze/Tic-Tac. . . ....24.95
Panzer Attack/Red Baron . 29.95
Apo| o) Clowns/Brickyard. ... .. .. ... 9.95
| ; Astro Battle ( Space Invaders). . . 29.95
Fits Atari Dogpatch. . 29.95
Space Cavern -.3195  (Galactic Invasion . 29.95
Lock Jaw -.31.95  Space Fortress. . 2995
Racketball . 3195  Grand Prix. . 29.95
Lost Luggage 3195  Pirates Chase (April). .. .. ... .29.95
Space Chase 31.95 Baseball/Tennrs/Hod(ey/Harmall .29.95
Skeet Shoot 3185 Football 29.95
Bally Pin : 29.95
C l wialt Eengr Mﬁtc% Spell 'n Score gg 95
io Rhythm Calendar . . . 95
(F)itse(}{)llgioo n Black Jack/Poker/Acey Ducey . .29.95
Master Component 23499  BALLY COMPUTERS
Conversion Module #1 8999  Z Grass Computer/Keyboard. 479.95
(For Atari Cartridges) Arcade Demo -...2095
Controller. . 3299  Bally Basic (0ld) 29.95
Donkey Kong 3399 Bally Basic (Demo) 29.95
Colecovision Turbo Carmdge with Bally Basic/Audio Interface.. . . -59.95
shift wheel and pedal (Oct). .. .89.99  Hand Controls (Each) -21.50
Space Fury (Oct) 3999  Music Maker | (Fall) 9.95
Venture 3399  Coloring Book w/Light Pen (Fall) 59.95
Mouse Trap 3399  Max(Robot from Space)/Horserace. .10.95
Lady Bug 33.99 CIue/Flymg’Ace. 10.95
Cosmic Avenger (Oct) 3399  Maze Race/Obstacle Course/
Zaxxon. . . 59.99 Space Chase. . ........10.85
Las Vegas (Oct.) 3399  Slot Machine/Perversion. .. .. .10.95
Colecovision Horseracing 3399  Music Composer/Yahitzee. . .. .10.95
Smurf Action . 3399  Notematch. .. ... 10.95
Carnival 3399  Guitar Course/Tumng/Note Match/
Chord Progressing. ... .., 19.95
Backgrammon /Obstacle Course/ 5
ournament 15.95
CO|eCO Pack Rat 1 & Il { 10.95
Fits Atarr Lookout for the Bull [ & Il .10.95
Donkey Kong. . . . .. 3399  Whiz Quiz (Trivia) 12.95
Atari Zaxxon (Oct.). ..3399  Castle of Horror . ..10.95

For additional information, circle No. 80 on Reader Service Card.

BUY 10 AND GET 10% DISCOUNT

QTY.

Signature

Name

Address

City State Zip
Bank Card No.

Interbank No. Exp. Date
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*HOW TO ORDER BY MAIL

FO'DrOmD! shipment, send money order, certified check. cashier's
eck, MasterCard, Visa, Diners Club, Carte Blanche, American
*Press (include card number, interbank number, expiration date,
”dS'Qnature] There will be a two-week delay for check clearance
IPPing and insurance charge is 4% of total order with a $3.95
Nimum charge. lllinois residents add 6% sales tax

Less Discount (if applicable)

Add Tax, Shipping, & Insurance*

TOTAL
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Most orders processed and shipped within 10 days.

[J Check here to be on our regular mailing list.



